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Death of Mr. James Wilkerson

an ole colonist departed.

Very deep and general regret was
t

feil throughout Northam and district,

when it became known on Sunday last

that another of the piooeers, in the

person of Mr. James IVilkersjn, bo-l

passed away. Since th; d.ath of Mr.
"

Mr. Wilkerson— who

was in his 8 th yeai— had. been regard :

ed as the oldest resident -of the Noit

ham district. Up to nearly" the end

of last year Mr. Wilkerson enjoyed

goad heal Iff fer one of his .advancc'l age

and though frail of 'I ody his meuta'.

vigor was quite unimpaired. About
'

four men 'lis
ago he became sc:iously

ill and since then he had been confin

ed to,, his home in Du!:o Street,, wher;

he had he.n under the constant attcn

lion of Dir. Rozkett. From tho first

it was felt .that the old gehtlcniaLi

had' little chance of req&'.'ery and - al

though- from time to time -he rallied

wond.ivully tb; end was h'-t unexpeitel
He - passed pcac fully,

away at mid

night on Saturday.'

The funeral took place cn Monday
and the large and representative at

tendance formed an" clo pient tribute to

the -esteem in which the qeceascd was

he'd. Tlie place of interment was tb;

beautifully situated little c'ourcb at

Katrine, whifih the Into Mr. Wil ers >

in conjunction with the late Mr." Jhn.

Taylor Cooke and the late Mr A':ra-

liam Morgan had pro"
'id d th; fund's

to build in 1862 — over half a century

ago. Tlie land for the Char-li wa;

presented by the lato Dr. Yiveash of

tho Swan. The cortege le't Mr". Wilk-
ffson's home in Du'"e Street,

.
at 10.30

and proceeded to Katrine Ly way of

the upper Newcastle Road which pas

ses much of the property that had

been pioneered ly tlie deceased' g.ntlc-

man. On oae side of the -roiad is th;

majestic grove
o'f clive treos planted by

Mr. -Wir erson' on the site of his fi;st

Northam home, and oi the other, th;
quaint two Btorey bouse >with

'

n;

windows to tho ground floor in vvhish

windows to tho ground floor in vvhish

he spent the greater portion ,of
'

his
life until lie came to. reside in Northam
three years ago. In addition to ill;

large numbers who followed (he re

mains from Northam, many old resid

ents of Toodyay and
.'»V

jainmin; came

ccrcss to attend the coremzny at
Katrine, with the result that Hi; little

church was filled to over-flowing, s .me

1
.

cl the congregaticn ha ing to l e a--

conimodatcd wi.li sea's in the lor.h.
Perhaps ne"or before has there Li.e-i

gathered together a com; any ot mm

so strikingly rerrese t tire oi the old
i ir as-o;iations of the district.

The. funeral service was conducted Ly.
the Rector of Northam; the. Rev. A.

i Lv Marsba'l. Spca' ing.. f :cm (lie t;xt
"B.'essed are they that die; in the Lcrd

even so saith (lie spirit, for .they r;s';
i from- their labo-ars

"

and 'that theirv

works may follow them," -he said it

Was not always that thr could pro-
I

noun'e tliDse words with, th; same" con
fidence aiid arsuranco: as ovir the re

mains of tlieir late brother. He was

a man of simple faith— a man \iho3f
religion was his guide in life;

Many
years ago, when sti 1

a young nran/he
had shown- K's faith in

. his r.li ion .. by
—

id— that Church to' tlie Glory of God.
i he sain; faith lia'l upheld tim tl r.uh
out his life; and in his

.
oionng vvs

he had drawn - comfort from tb; holy

I

' sacr ment. Of late the desire of thej:'

. brother bad Lcen for th..t rest he had
so: nobly" earned. His wor. s wo aid

1

"follow him in the example of h'.s life.

There was as much' wisdom in the"
world as e'"i»', 7.ut the wisdom of man

was foolishness before tffe lo.d, aad
'

there was far tro 1 ttlc of that Bimple
faith which had b;cn the leading f.a-

turc of
ii

s'l.fe. Now that h , had passert

away the example of "bis li'e was still

with tlicm as a sure guide to follow.

The remains of the deceas-
id- were laid t0 rest . by
the side ,of his late wife, who di.d .ii

1-03, aird close to the grae of his
eldest son and other members cf his
fqmilyi The family of the late Mr.
Wilkerson consisted of three sons and
two daughters. Of tffe sons the



two daughters. Of tffe sons the
t-'vo

eld i 'ones— Mess: s Charles e nd Samu
el Wilkerson are dead, and the. third

Mr. Gioage T. Wilkerson is
a well-

nown Northam farmer and a mpmher
of the Northam Road Board. The two

daughters are Mrs. Richard Smith, of

Guildford Road, atd Mrs Tom Sincl

air of Northam.. There are also liv-

, ing 28 grand children and 38 great
grandchildren.

The c'ij moumqrs were Mr. G. T.
.ttil!:ers'n (son), anil Messrs R. Smith,
and T. Sinclair (sozs in-law)

The pall-Learers - were The Mayo",-

(Mr. 0.. L. Bernard) Messrs .1, M.

Carroll (Chairman Nortliam Road
Po.ard) Dr. Rockett, Messrs II. V".

Hanocc'c, J. French and W. -J. Mor

gan.
'

.

.

IVreaths were sent by the following:

George T. and 'Eliza A'nnson ahi
daugl ter-in-l.iwjf

Melinda and Thomas (daughter anl
son-in-law) Maria a d Richard (diu-

ter and son in-law)
.

Mrs. J. Friend and
family, Mr. and Mrs. Chidlow and Mrs

Campbell Mr. and Mrs., S. Purser,

Mr and Mrs W. L. Wilkerson and

family (Dungog N.S.W. i Grandchildren
Oak-fields, TVongan Hills,

. Toodyay, Gle-

navon, Egoline, Chidlow's Well, Nor

tham, Brooktoii, Clackl'nc, Fremantle,

Mrs. C. Wilkerson (daughter-ln law),

John, James and Sain, Mr. and Mrs.

James Byfield, Mr. and Mrs. A. W.

Byfield, Mr. and Mrs. 0. L. Bernard,

Members of; the Nortliam- ChCy Mr and.

Mrs. jahii and. family; Mrl" and Mrs.

A. Friend and family, Mr./E..G. Bos-

eveaL Elba, Howard and Boys, Mary

Ann, E. Alfred Eaton, Fred Grace and

family, Mrs. Howard, Mr. and Mi s

St-reinple, Mr. and Mrs Byfield Mrs.

Jcssop and family, Mr. and Mrs H

Morrell and Family Mrs Yiveash and

daughters, Mrs. Witlinell sen., Mr. and

Mrs!. H. W thnell, Cluirman and mem

bers of the Northam Road Board, Mr.

sni' Mrs.- W-. Mcars and family,,- Aunt
Ali.Ce and- Little Jackie, Ge;rgo and

and Mis- H. G. Mong,«\ Mr. and Mrs.

White, Mr. and Mrs. W. Nottage anil

family, Mrs ,C. S. Monger and family

Dr. and Mrs. Rockett, Mrs. i.ockyer,

Mrs. Fraser Alex and Lydia, Mr. an'l

Mrs. Fraser Alex and Lydia, Mr. an'l

W. J. Morgan and family, Mr. and

Mrs. C. M. McDer.nolt, Mr. and Mrs.

J. T. McDermoti, all at "Glen Av
ail" Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Stewart and

family, Mr. and Mrs. L-. W. Yiveash.

The late. Mr. James Wilkerson was

born in Norfolk, -England," on thai year
1827. fn 18-19, when twenty-two

years of a-,c, lio came to Western

Australia in ihe ship "Shoplke" and

went to .live on the Swan. He ro

mained "there for two years and whilst

there married Miss Jane Farmer.' She

was born at llie Canniiig Jii JKy y-.ar

J83 t and dii:d..at Nortliam in l'.'O'L Mr.

and Mrs. -Wilkerson came over . \ tli

hills in 1851, Mr. "Wilkerson having
bcei appointed mana _er of Katrine for
Pr. Yiveash of the Swan. He rama:n

there for ten yea s and thin .o .scd

"Glcnavon" farm from the Pe.'. Mr.
Par.aell. This property he susiqaenr
tly bought.' Thirty-eight years ago he

purclia cd "Egolnn" from Mr. Scwell

find h; made his home th.re until three

years ago. In 1884 he purchased the

Oakfield farm on which Mr. G. T.

dVilkcrson now resides a"d more recent

ly ill; Log l'addock farm on the' New
castle Road near JNortham.' Iii ad-

dlUon to the p'ionec:ing wcrk he. d.d
in the districts, 'Mr. Wil erion

'

took

Part in the de eiopniint of the No.th-
Ycst. He was in partn » P-hip with

'

the late Dr. Yiveash an 1 the late

Mr. M.dd'oion in statio i property in

tlie North and in 1865 and 18_6 he
fcpenl eighteen rcontbs there. In

1867 he was one cf an c "ploi'in par

ty of fo r, of whom the others wiire

ithj late M»». E. T. Ho 1
y

il
at. r, the

late Mr. Moreton Craig, and- the lata

Mr. S.- W. Yi/eash, vvh; started' from

Toodyay in search' of.
an overland route

to the North West. On reaching

Shark's Bay they found that the ves

sel whi h should ha e
'

been there w.')h

provisions ti carry them th dhid
Jiot arrived. Consequently they had

to ma'"e their way
! ack. All bat

three of t eir ho ses died and they
sufT.V.-d acute hardship. Ih 1829 Mr.

Wil" crson again spmt fi.'e months in



Wil" crson again spmt fi.'e months in

th© North-IVest— after which his sec- ,

nd son — th; late Cbarl;s Henry Wilk-
Jrerson—managed xt'ic property for 7

ycays until Mr Wil erso -disposed of h!s

interest to Mr. "S. H. -A i/rash.' In ad

dition to his large agricultural and

pastoral interests Mr. Wil crson. acqui

red a good d-al of Northam t'wn pro

perty ar.-d showed his confidenie in the

town by erecting s.e 'eral su' stan'.ial

houses. The deceased gentleman, al

ways took a lively interest in public
Joffall's,, and wh;n-, the first -Road Board

JAct was passed he became a me nber

jof the first Northam Road Board. He

remained on the Board for 27 years,

nd was Chairman for much of that

time succeeding the late Mr. William »

Dempster, and handing over the chiir

to Mr. David Morrell. He' was a

man oi most genial qui t,< and' chavit-

a1 le' d sp.-sitio-j, a reccg
isc'l aiithori y

jbn all nia' ters relating to s!cck and

rm oyeratiois a d a ! :at worccr.


